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Contact Information 

School Voicemail 

 412-466-9131 ext 9084 

Email Address 

 horvathc@wmasd.org 

Teacher Webpage 

    www.wmasd.org/webpages/

CHorvath/ 

School Drop Box 

Founder on the T Drive 

(teacher space) on any school 

computer No culture can live if it attempts to be ex-

clusive. 

Mahatma Gandhi 

 

The history of the world is kind of like a 

soap opera, full of dirty tricks and murder, 

romances and deceptions, adventures, 

and wars, and revolutions. (And yes, trea-

ties and dates.) Or maybe a better anal-

ogy is that history is like hundreds of soap 

operas with thousands of crossover char-

acters jumping out of one story and into 

another… 

(Excerpted from World History for Dum-

mies by Peter Haugen) 

Grading 

Grades are on the district approved 90-80-70-

60 scale. 

Final grades are an average of the nine weeks 

percentages. 

Students are expected to meet all school stan-

dards on all assessments. 

Extra credit assignments and bonus activities 

may be used at the teacher’s discretion. It is 

designed to help those who are already helping 

themselves. If you do not do your required 

course work, the extra work will not save you. 

Notes and Questions 



Course Description 

This survey course, based on Pennsylvania state stan-

dards, seeks to expose students to a vast arena of world 

cultures. Students will acquaint themselves with their 

global community through a multi-unit study of the 

world’s major regions. In each unit, the students will 

develop an understanding of how other cultures have 
direct and indirect connections to their own. Students will 

study culture’s geographies, histories, economies, and 

daily activities. This knowledge will help students become 

literate members of today’s modern global society. This 

course requires active participation, attendance, 

and diligence. Students will be evaluated on daily 

class participation, completion of assignments, as 

well as objective and analytical tests.  

Course Work & Materials 

Materials 

You will  need a notebook, writing utensil, folder, class materi-

als, and your brain every day when you come to class. Materials 

may be loaned or borrowed, but class points may be lost for 

being unprepared.  

You will also need to have access to a computer with an 

internet connection on a regular basis. Many activities 

require this ability. You will also need an active email 

address.  If you do not have access outside of school then 

you will need to acquaint yourself with the library.  

Current Events 

Each day a headline will be posted on the board. You need to 

keep track of the headlines  and information about the stories. 

Every few weeks you will have an open note exam about the 

current events. You will also need to begin to pay attention 

to the news because some events will be your responsibil-

ity. 

Methods of Evaluation 

1. Tests & Quizzes: These are based upon assignments, class 

notes, and activities. Most of the time you will have plenty 

of warning before an exam. If you miss a review game 

due to absence, you are still required to take the test 

when you return. If a test is missed, make-up must be 

scheduled upon your return. If work is not made up within 

a responsible amount of time, it will become a perma-

nent zero. 

2. Essays & Papers: These allow you to apply your knowledge 

and skills. Guidelines will be given and explained. Grades 

will be dependent upon content, presentation of informa-

tion, and support of argument. Proper grammar must be 

used at all times. 

3. Projects: These may be individual or cooperative, depend-

ing upon the situation and assignment. Clear guidelines will 

be given for these required assignments. 

4. Homework: These assignments are required and are your 

responsibility. Some may be collected, while others 

checked for points. In order to receive credit, they must be 

completed and on time. Partial credit is NOT given for daily 

assignments. If you are absent, it is your responsibil-

ity to get missed work and show missed work (do so 

before class).  

5. Classroom Participation: These points are earned by own-

ing your learning and being an active participant. Following 

the rules, actively participating, being prepared, and at-

tending all help you earn these points. 

Responsibilities, Regulations, and References 

Main Course Objectives: 

At the completion of this course, the students will be 

able to: 

1. Develop an appreciation of the world’s cultural di-

versity 

2. Demonstrate an understanding of how a culture’s 

traditions affect surrounding cultures 

3. Identify key geographical themes and locations 

4. Familiarize themselves with various types of map 

projections and their uses 

5. Evaluate the ever changing global culture 

6. Participate actively in discussions concerning politics 

and beliefs of other countries 

7. Take control and responsibility for their own learn-

ing 

Student Responsibilities 

It is important that you succeed in this 

class. However, all success requires ef-
fort. If you put forth your best effort and 
are still confused or not succeeding, help 
will be available to you. Tutoring is avail-
able before and after school, but it must 
be scheduled in advance. Also, if your 

free period coincides with mine, we could 
meet then. Do not be afraid to ask for 
help, but do not wait until the last min-
ute to ask. 

Student Responsibilities 

Be prepared and prompt for class. 

- Class begins at the late bell.  

- If you will be late, bring a note or face the progression 

of consequences. 

Be courteous to the environment in which you 

learn and the people within it. 

- Treat others with respect. 

- Leave the “drama” at the classroom door. 

- Follow the class rules.  

Own your learning. 

- You get in what you put into an experience. 

- Seek help when you need it. Don’t wait. 

- Do what is asked of you. 

- TRY! Just because something is difficult, do not give up. 

Try and learn, even when you fail. 

Make up missed work promptly. 

- Check the on-line and class calendars. 

- See the teacher before class starts to show work, collect 

missing work, and schedule make-ups. 

- If you know you are going to be out, ask in advance. 

If it is possible, work will be gathered for you.  

Keep track of your grades and responsibilities.  

- Due dates are “due by” dates, not “due after dates” 

Communicate with the teacher. 

Utilize the web site.  

- It contains directions, digital copies, 

calendars, examples, bonus materials, 

and reinforcements ideas.  


